82            THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
Q. Now what is the mental body and what is ifs
function ?
Ans. The mental body is built of the matter of the
lower mental world, that is, the four lower subplanes of
the mental plane. It expresses the concrete thoughts of
the man or answers by its vibrations to the changes of
thought in him. It is the vehicle of the ego, who is the
Thinker, for his reasoning work—for his manifestation as
intellect—and varies greatly in different people. It is oval
in outline, interpenetrating the physical and astral bodies,.
surrounding them with a radiant atmosphere as it develops.
The size and shape of this body depend on those of
the causal body. The mind body literally grows in size
with the advancing evolution of man. In an unevolved
person it is so little developed that it is even difficult to
distinguish It; but in a more advanced man, one who is
not spiritual but who has only developed the faculties of
his mind and trained his intellect, the mind body is seen as
a definitely developed and organised vehicle of activity
with a clear outline and full vigour.
The colours in this and the astral body have the
same significance as in the causal body, but as we approach
the physical matter, the hues are grosser by comparison^
less delicate and less living, while we also find some addi-
tional colours in the lower bodies. We see the thought of
pride as orange, irritability as brilliant scarlet, avarice as
bright brown, selfishness as grey-brown and deceit as grey-
green. Again, the good qualities of affection, devotion and
intellect may be tinged by selfishness, and are then seen as
impure and muddy owing to their distinctive colours being
mingled with the brown of selfishness. There are in the
higher vehicles additional colours of which we can form no
idea in the physical world.

